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no obstruction could extinguish. The hard circumstances of
his fortune had prevented the natural development of his mind;
his faculties had been cramped and misdirected; but they had
gathered strength by opposition and the habit of self-depen-
dence which it encouraged. His thoughts^ unguided by a
teacher, had sounded into the depths of his own nature and
the mysteries of his own fate; his feelings and passions, un-
shared by any other heart, had been driven back upon his own,
where, like the volcanic fire that smoulders and fuses in secret,
they accumulated till their force grew irresistible.

Hitherto Schiller had passed for an unprofitable, a discon-
tented and a disobedient Boy: but the time was now come
when the gyves of school discipline could no longer cripple and
distort the giant might of his nature : he stood forth as a Man,
and wrenched asunder his fetters with a force that was felt at
the extremities of Europe. The publication of the Robbers
forms an era not only in Schiller's history, but in the Litera-
ture of the World; and there seems no doubt that, but for so
mean a cause as the perverted discipline of the Stuttgard
school, we had never seen this tragedy. Schiller commenced
it in his nineteenth year; and the circumstances under which
it was composed are to be traced in all its parts. It is the
production of a strong untutored spirit, consumed by an ac-
tivity for which there is no outlet, indignant at the barriers
which restrain it, and grappling darkly with the phantoms to
which its own energy thus painfully imprisoned gives being.
A rude simplicity, combined with a gloomy and overpowering
force, are its chief characteristics ; they remind us of the de-
fective cultivation, as well as of the fervid and harassed feel-
ings of its author. Above all, the latter quality is visible ; the
tragic interest of the Robbers is deep throughout, so deep that
frequently it borders upon horror. A grim inexpiable Fate is
made the ruling principle: it envelops and overshadows the
whole; and under its lowering influence, the fiercest efforts of
human will appear but like flashes that illuminate the wild
scene with a brief and terrible splendor, and are lost forever
in the darkness. The unsearchable abysses of man's destiny
are laid open before us, black and profound and appalling, as